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»An Accbunt of the Tryal and Eximinelyy of Joſeph Reader, « Mz er, living at 
35 Shaftsbury in Dorſetſhire; 55% was Try'd on Friday, March 21, at the 
zes held at Dorcheſter, fee the Honourable Mr. Baron Bury, for 
anging one James Smith, a /t'ghway-Man (whom. he had taken) on 4 
Tree, contrary to Law. With an Actount how he was Acquitted, and had 
3ol. given him by the Company fer his Enccouragement, with other Memo- 
rable Paſſages at the Tryal. To which is alſo added an Account of the Dy- 
10g-Specch the 1 made to him before his Execution, and other 

pals them. A | * 
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Nich 2d of February laſt, one Mr. ing, and helpt to cut him down, but he was | 2 


* 


. 
— 


2 


— { 


— . 
- 


oa — 


$ 


6 


IE... lat 
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Miller, came that way j 


offering to purſu 8 


Millers Hotie ; but w 


Hang g-him, for whichMe \ 


* Coker, and C 


Pim (as ng les 
be done from his o Confelits)WHe 
Jer to the Bar, and pleaded not Guiffy. 
Ig-principal Eyidence was Mr. Seager who 
baasden Rob dx ho depos'd, that on 
5 ay two Miles from Dorche 
m 


an ugiyzN 
Sword. 

mee after the Priſoner coming up, 
and ſeg ig Mr. Seager bleeding, ask d what 
was tie matter with him 2 who told him the 
whole Story of his being Rob'd; Upon 
which the lriſoner offer d to take his Horie 


e Shoulder with his 


ound on 
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am purſue him, which the Evidence con- 


ſented to, telling him he was juſt out of 
Sight, and had a blue Coat, and rod on a 
Sorrel Rorle. That himſelf follow'd the 
Priſoner as faſt as he cou'd on the Priſoners 
Horſe, and by chat time he cane up, he 
found the Priſoner had ſeiz d the Highway- 
man, and had got him on the Ground under 
him, upon which the Evidence went to him, 


and knew him to be the ſame Men; the Pri- 


{oner adviſing him to ſearch his Pockets 
and rake his own Money again, which he 
did: Tr was then agreed that this Evidence 
ſhou'd go and nd his Servants and others to 
ailiſt te Priſoner in ſecuring the Highway- 


man, and that riding Home he brought his 


own Servants and the Poſſe of Shafrsbury, 
who told them that he had Hang'd the High- 
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way man, for fear he ſhou'd get from him; 


At which they were all Surpriz d. 
There were others who declat d, That 
coming with Mr. Seger, they found the 
Priſoner, who told them he had Hang'd the 


 Highwayman, and that they ſaw him Hang- 
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at returning he found the Priſoner, 
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, Concourſe of Gentry, who were 


Another deelar'd, that when they ask d 


[war Priſoner where the Highway: Man was, 


anſwer'd, That he had him as fafe as 4 
Thief iy a Mill; they likewiſe ask'd him what 
made him nang him? He ſaid, Becauſe he 
did not hnow but he might riſe and get away 


from him, and then he ſpou d loſe the 40 l. 
. Reward for taking 


him. 

The Priſoner being ask'd what he had to 
ſay in his Defence, rold the Court, That he 
was left with the Perſon alone, who had robb'd 
Mr. Seger; and that Me Feger ſaying, he 
was * he might get aui om him, if not 
Murder him ; and that he thought to be the 
Death of a Thief was no Crime tn Law. 

After a Tryal which laſted about an Hour, 
to the great diverſion of ail in Cousr, the 
Jury acquitted him; and there being a vaſt 
pleas'd 


a Highway-man, who Rob'd lim at the Humour, che Miller had given him 
of AFGuiacas and (gm Silver, giving Wh, among them near 30 / to make amends for 


— a mug : - — — 


the 40 4. he loſt in diſpatching the Highway- 


man without due courſe of Law, and ma- 
king himſelf the Executioner ; which he'll 
belure to hear on as long as he lives. 


The Comical Account that the Miller himſelf 


—— 


0 ＋ 2 * 
«ay CY ON DON; Printed for 7. Johnſon near Fleetfreet. 


. Y 7 
. [| 

i 

, 
© 3 
: \ ” 
2 * * 
. : 4 : © - * * = 
” : o IT ARCS l — 
g + \ „ - , 
* 


gives of Executing the Highway-man. 


Hat when he came firſt up to him, the 
1 Rogue fir'd two Piſtols at him, dur then 
thinking his Amunition was all ſpent, fe clos'd 
with him, and kncck'd hira off his Horſe, and 
then dang'd him titely; but after Mr. Seager was 
gone to 1aiſe the Country, he began to conſider 
that the Rogue might recover Breach, and by 
ſome chance or other overcome him ; in which 
caſe he wou'd be ſure ro Murder him, therefore 
he thought the ſafeſt was to truſs him up out of 
Hand; for he had heard it was 4o l. for Hang- 
ing a Highway-man, and he did not know but 
if he ſtay'd till Mr. Seger came back, others 
might come in for a fnack. Wherefore as the 
Fellow began to rouze himſelf, he een pulls his 


Belt from about his waſt, and purting it round 


his Neck, drag'd him to the next Tree. 5 
By this time the Man was a little come to his 


Sences, but ſo weak that he durſt not reſiſt, but 


beg'd. of the Miller not to Hang him; but he 
told him Dye he ſhou'd, for he was Rogue e- 
nough. The Fellow then beg'd he mighc ſay 
his Prayers, but he told him they muſt be-ver 

ſhore then, for he had not long to Live; ſo 
that he had juſt time to mutter a ſhore Prayer to 
himſelf, and having Confeſs d his Sins to God, 


he was turn'd off, without ſo much as a Pſalm, 


the Miller being both Prieſt and Executioner. 
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